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action or to action through the contiguity of these nerves to nerves about 
the heart; it was delayed in appearing, and did not take place immediately. 
They agree with Werthimer in believing that the thyroid fibres of the sym¬ 
pathetica after the section of the main trunk cease presiding over the activity 
of the thyroid secretion which causes the tachycardia, and that the rapid 
action of the heart ceases because the cause is thus stopped. 

The fact that the goitre did not decrease in size would tend to show that 
the operation had no effect on the colloid matter excreted. In the normal 
state both vary in the amount physiologically Becreted. AVe see small 
goitres that produce hyperthyroidication, and it is perfectly admissible to sup¬ 
pose that the section of the sympathetic may prevent the secretion of the 
toxin without interfering with the Becretion of colloid material. 

If this is true, the section of the sympathetic in cases where exophthalmia 
and tachycardia are the menacing symptoms is the operation of choice. 
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Urtica Dioica.—M. Hjalmar Agner, under the title of “ Forgotten or 
Neglected Medicinal Plants,” recommends this as depurative, diuretic, and 
a galactogogne. An infusion made from the roots and stems, freshly col¬ 
lected in spring, is an excellent remedy for the anaemia so often met with in 
early spring .—Bulletin General dt Thbapeulique, 1898, 21e liv., p. 801. 

[The stinging nettle has been chiefly used as au astringent in uterine hem¬ 
orrhage.—R. W. W.] 

The Treatment of Chlorosis by Hot Baths.— Db. Rosin, failing with 
regulation diet and the administration of drugs, as iron and arsenic, has 
made nse of baths, of fifteen minutes’ duration, at a temperature of 89.6° F., 
thrice weekly. Each bath is followed by a short cold affusion. Cure was 
obtained in four weeks in more than fifty instances which had been under 
observation .—KlinUch Therapwtitche Wochentchrift, 1898, No. 17, S. 575. 

The Treatment of Gastric Ulcer.—M. Fremont regards gastric hyper¬ 
acidity as the principal causative factor. The first indication is to relieve 
the gastric juice of its digestive activity. For this two methods, which 
are readily combined, present themselves: Milk fixes the hydrochloric acid; 
the alkalies neutralize it. The neutralized juice does not digest The 
second indication is to cover the surface of the ulcer so as to prevent contact 
with the gastric juice. To neutralize a fluid which is constantly being se¬ 
creted, frequent doses are necessary. For instance, two or three tablespoon¬ 
fuls of warm (100.4° F.) milk are given every thirty minutes for twenty 
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consecutive hours, to which u grain of i^Icined magnesia, a grain of prepared 
chalk, two grains of bismuth subnitrate, and four grains of sodium bicar¬ 
bonate are added. During the remaining four hours of the night this dose 
is given every hour. The amount may even be increased if the pain is not 
relieved. If there is repeated hemorrhage, ice should not be given inter¬ 
nally, but an ice-bag upon the stomach is beneficial.— Bulletin Gtneral de 
Thtrapcutique, 1898, 23e liv., p. 909. 

The Action of Sodium Chlorate uponHyperchlorhydria.—M. Soupault 
prescribes this drug in the daily amount of two drachms, in from two to 
four doses, as far as possible from meal-times. The results have been re¬ 
markable with all patients suffering from hyperchlorhydria, whether or not 
complicated by ulcer. In the paroxysmal crises relief is rapidly obtained; 
the remedy clearly diminishes the gastric secretion without modifying its 
quality. The drug should not be given if there is reason to suspect any 
renal disease.— Revue de Thtrapcutique Medico-Chirurgicale, 1898, No. 13, p. 
445. 

Thallium Acetate as a Bemedy for the Nocturnal Sweating of Phthisis. 
—Du. H. Huchaed, in commenting upon a paper presented by Combemale 
before the Paris Academy of Medicine, calls attention to the disadvantages 
of this drug. Given as a pill in dose of one and one-half grains—in one 
instance in double this quantity—it was efficacious, when administered one 
hour before the expected sweating, in all periods of the disease. Often a 
single dose sufficed; rarely was it necessary to continue it for more than 
seven days. If it did not produce the desired effect within four days, it 
was useless to continue it. Although this remedy possesses toxic proper¬ 
ties, these were not encountered during the ingestion of therapeutic doses. 
The contraindication to this drug is the alopecia which it produces, so marked 
in one instance that total baldness followed the administration of a dozen 
pills. The question is raised as to its effect locally applied, and whether it 
does not enter into the composition of depilatory pastes.— Let Kouvenux 
Reniidca, 1898, No. 12, p. 2G5. 

The Treatment of Hepatitis.— Mu. James Caktlie states that the first 
essential is rest, and the object of this is to prevent the diaphragm moving 
over the top of the liver. The patient must be placed in the horizontal 
position. To fix the lower part of the chest, strapping is an excellent 
means. Hot fomentations, or a very large poultice changed every three 
hours, are useful. Local application of nitro-bydrochloric acid is a favorite 
remedy; it is thought that baths of this do not possess any specific virtue. 
As for food, milk is admissible only in the form of whey; starchy foods must 
be withheld, while animal food in its most digestible form is the keynote of 
successful dieting. Only enough to support life ought to be given, so long 
as acute symptoms remain. Raw-meat juice, raw meat itself, chicken-soup, 
and weak beef-tea should form the elements of diet. As drinks, hot water 
and weak, freshly-made tea with lemon are the best As the acute symp¬ 
toms subside, the “meat” nourishment may be increased, and the first 
starchy food to be administered ought to be well-steamed rice. To clean out 



